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Via Earl Pursell, UACNJ Liason
UACNJ holds Public Nights (presentation topics here) from April-October and are currently looking for speakers. 
UACNJ runs a YouTube channel, and a list of videos is available on its website. Check out uacnj.org for more info. 

Via Sandy Mesics, Programs Chairperson
Upcoming LVAAS General Meeting Speakers    

May: Joe Zitarelli will speak in person and on Zoom: ?From Blue Supergiant Sk-69 202 to Supernova SN 1987A.? 
June: Joel Leja will speak via Zoom on "Little Red Dots"
July: Craig Rudick; topic TBA.
August: Dr. Becky Frank will speak in person; topic TBA.
Sept-Dec. spots are currently open. Why not volunteer to speak on your favorite topic? You know you want to.
Please contact astrosandy@gmail.com if you have ideas for speakers, or would like to do a presentation yourself.
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THANK YOU, LVAAS VOLUNTEERS!   
Pulpit Rock has been 'abuzz' with the removal of trees to help improve viewing conditions. PR Maintenance 
Director Ron Kunkel would like to thank Bob Weiss, Frank Lyter, Ben Long, Declan Long, Phil Doherty, Colton 
Kunkel, Dillon Kunkel, Earl Pursell, and Bruce Balthaser for teaming up to help with this formidable task. PR 
Observatories Director Frank Lyter thanks Ron Kunkel, Kyle Kramm, and Bruce Balthaser for their help with the 
troublesome Kawecki dome. Frank hopes to have the problem fixed soon. Thanks all!                                             
If you wish to volunteer for LVAAS events or work activities, please check the Buzz email groups page to learn 
what projects are being planned. Your help is needed and greatly appreciated. LVAAS runs on its volunteers! 

Via LVAAS:
Now that events are back to being held at our SM headquarters, please check LVAAS' Library where you can find 
plenty of material for all levels of interest in astronomy. LVAAS Librarian Joe Zitarelli has just purchased new 
books, and a list is available in the April issue of The Observer, which you can find at lvaas.org. Say 'Hi' to Joe!

Cover image: IC 2177: The Seagull Nebula   Imager:  Bill Dahlenburg
Bill captured this image during the Winter Star Party at the Florida Keys in February, 
2026. His equipment was an 80mm F6 refractor and a ASI533 astronomy camera. The 
image is the result of about 4 hours worth of 3 min exposures.  Bill processed the image 
in Siril and Photoshop. Other of Bill's images will be featured in future issues of our 
newsletter. You can learn about the Seagull Nebula here

Via LVAAS 
One of the latest additions to our society is Aidan Berger 's proposed 20"  Remote Observatory at Pulpit Rock. 
Donations are appreciated to help get this project up and running. Please help Aidan out with this terrific plan here .

Via Observer Editor, France Kopy: 
Please check out our new feature Imaging the Infinite by The Observer's own Astroimaging Editor and LVAAS 
Astoimaging Director Tom Duff, beginning with this issue. Tom hopes to address topics of interest to astroimagers - 
both budding and seasoned alike - with practical advice and tips on how to improve your technique.Happy imaging!

Photograph courtesy UnknownI mage credit: F rance K opy

https://uacnj.org/pubprograms.php
http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
http://uacnj.org/onlineprograms.php
mailto:astrosandy@gmail.com
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=TheBuzz
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=TheBuzz
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=TheBuzz
http://LVAAS.org
http://Winter Star Party 
http://Winter Star Party 
http://Winter Star Party 
https://www.constellation-guide.com/seagull-nebula/
http://LVAAS.org
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=Membership
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- Prospective new members who wish to attend, please email: membership@lvaas.org.
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The Bir th of a Supernova: From 
Sanduleak-69 202a to SN1987A

LVAAS General Meeting   Public Welcome!

Joe Zitarelli     

Sunday May 3, 2026  7 p.m. at  LVAAS S. Mountain HQ

When we peer into the night sky and look at the 
constellation Orion, we see the red supergiant star 

Betelgeuse.  If theory is correct, it will go supernova 
in the next 100,000 years and will be so bright it will 
be visible during the day.  We image the remnants of 
supernovae when we image M1, the Crab Nebula, or 
when we image the Cygnus Loop.  Many of us were 
lucky enough to image the supernova in M101, The 

Pinwheel Galaxy, a few years ago.  A supernova is 
one of the most energetic events in the entire 
universe.  M101 sits about 23 million light years 
away.  The closest supernova in modern times took 
place in 1987 in the Large Magellanic Cloud at a 
mere 165,000 light years away.  Ever wonder how a 

massive star that has burned for millions of years is destroyed in a matter of hours?  That's the story of 

a supernova.

Joe has had an interest in astronomy since high school.   His school had a planetarium, a 20" 
Newtonian reflector and a physics and astronomy teacher who was fresh out of college and eager to use 
them to teach.  He went on to get a BS in physics at Penn State where he developed a particular interest 
in cosmology.  While he chose a different career path, his interest in physics, astrophysics and 
specifically cosmology never waned, and he continued to read books on the topic.  He joined LVAAS 

in 2019 to continue to learn more about astronomy.  He is in charge of the library and uses 
astroimaging as another way to learn about objects in the sky.

featuring, in person and via Zoom

mailto:membership@lvaas.org
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=SouthMountain
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=SouthMountain
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=SouthMountain
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=SouthMountain
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=SouthMountain
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=SouthMountain
https://lvaas.org/page.php?page=SouthMountain
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The April 2026 LVAAS general meeting was conducted electronically using an online service 
and at the South Mountain headquarters. Approximately 60 people were in attendance. Director 

Benjamin Long opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Tonight?s presentation was "Cosmovision and Observational Astronomy in the mid-21st Century," 
presented by Deborah Skapik, an astronomy professor at St. John?s University in Philadelphia. She is an 
ambassador for ALMA, as well as Vera Rubin. Her talk began with a journey to Chile to Alfa Aldea and 
Reserva Elemental Puribeter. With no light pollution and practically no humidity, even taking a picture with 
her cell phone she could see the Magellanic Clouds. In her journey it is shown that it is not only 
professional astronomers who look at the sky, but it is for everyone. Currently there is a shift to remote 
observing, with Vera Rubin leading the charge. Deborah was lucky enough to spend ten days touring the 
scopes in Chile, seeing the many international collaborations. In addition to Vera Rubin, she saw Gemini 
South, with the mirror covered in silver, as well as SOAR and CTIO (the latter better known as the 
mushroom farm). Next Deborah made it to ALMA, which has 66 satellites and works in partnership with 
22 countries. They even had a dog, Almita. Thank you Deborah for a wonderful lecture and all your 
amazing pictures!

Membership: Rich Hogg
No members completed a second reading to become full members at this meeting.
The following members completed their first readings: Cheyenne Cahoon, Thomas Ferrante, Jack Hawk, 
Larry Komarek, Bob Oliverie & Deb Diller    (family membership), Samuel & Erin Richards (family 
membership), Deborah Skapik

The following members have previously completed a first reading and are still eligible to complete a 
second reading to become full members: Shivaraman Asoda, Patrick & Stacie Engel (family membership), 
Curt Fields, Andrew Howell, Bruce Ruggeri, Leah Strasser, Jeffrey & Gabrielle Swinehart (family 
membership), Richard Tillman

General Comments:
We are making great progress at Pulpit Rock! Thank you to those members who have done lots of work! A 
new telescope is going up, and we are very excited for it. 
From Tom Duff: Next Astroimaging meeting is Saturday April 18th at 7 p.m. 
From Kyle Kramm: Join Stargazers to learn more about general astronomy and scope learning!
Check out our meteor cameras- we have several at South Mountain and 4 over at Pulpit Rock.
When you are ready to get trained on some of the South Mountain telescopes, contact Mike Clark. 
Pulpit Rock Observatories ? Frank Lyter We are doing lots of work up there, and cleaning up the Kawecki. 
We have a few other scopes available for use up there as well. 
We also host scout groups up there.
Next general meeting is May 3, 2026. 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:38 p.m
The April general meeting was recorded.

Submitted by Dr. Becky Frank, Secretary

Minutes from the LVAAS General Meeting of Apr il 12, 2026
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https://nightskynotebook.blogspot.com/p/astronomy-basics.html

May 2026

Night Sky Notebook 

              
      Peter Detterline's

6

Please remember to like and subscr ibe!

for

https://nightskynotebook.blogspot.com/p/astronomy-basics.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0c2w7kaiRf8
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For those of us in the Northeast, April doesn't just mean tax season; it means it?s time for the Northeast 
Astronomy Forum (NEAF). This year the Rockland Astronomy Club celebrated a massive milestone: 35 
years of bringing the universe to the Rockland Community College Field House in Suffern, NY.

If you haven?t made the trek before, NEAF is often called the "Super Bowl of Astronomy," and for good reason. 
On April 11th and 12th, the 90,000-square-foot arena transformed into a gear-head?s paradise and a 
space-enthusiast?s dream.

The Exper ience

This year Bill Dahlenburg, Mike Clark, and myself attended NEAF on Saturday April 11th. We also saw many 
other LVAAS members at the event. The drive is about an hour and a half from the Lehigh Valley Area. Traffic 
was light so getting there was easy. 

We have been to NEAF many times so we followed our usual plan of action. This included a quick swing 
through the event to see who was there followed by a second swing at a slower pace to speak to the vendors and 
consider what we needed (aka wanted) to purchase. This is probably one of the most exciting parts of attending 
NEAF. One where we dream of what we can do , followed by analyzing prices to get the best deal, followed by 
the realization that we can?t get everything we want to purchase. This is usually followed by thinking what the 
spouse will say about all the money you spent. Sometimes there are  even threats from the spouse to sell your 
car if you spend that much money, but I digress. Overall the event is very exciting and if you have never been 
there I recommend you attend.

The Floor

The sheer scale of the vendor hall is staggering. Over 120 of the world?s top manufacturers, including the likes 
of Celestron, Sky-Watcher, iOptron, and ZWO were there.

Hands-on Gear : This was our chance to physically touch the mounts and glass we?ve been eyeing online. 
Whether it's the latest harmonic drive mounts or high-end refractors, we could test the movement, check the 
build quality, and were able to talk directly to the engineers who designed them.

NEAF Deals: Many vendors offer "show specials." If you?ve been saving up for a new telescope, cooled 
CMOS camera or a dedicated solar scope, this was the best time of year to pull the trigger.

NEAF 2026: The " Super Bowl"  of Astronomy Returns
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Solar Star Par ty: The weather was nice so we were able to go to the courtyard and view the sun at one of the world?s 
largest solar star parties. We viewed our nearest star through a variety of H-alpha telescopes, including scopes brought by 
the experts from the Charlie Bates Solar Astronomy Project.

World-Class Speakers

While the gear is the draw for many, the lecture series is world-class. The 2026 lineup features heavy hitters like NASA 
Astronaut, Don Pettit (famous for his incredible orbital photography), renowned imager, Thier ry Legault and CBS 
space correspondent, Peter K ing. These talks ranged from the future of lunar exploration to the deep technicalities of 
capturing the "perfect" sub-exposure.

Something for Everyone

NEAF isn?t just for the experts. There were:

- Astronomy 101 Workshops: Perfect for new members looking to get their first telescope set up correctly.
- The Raffles: A legendary event where thousands of dollars in gear? from eyepieces to full telescope setups? are 

given away.
- K ids' STEM Activities: Planetarium shows and robotics demonstrations make it a legitimate family event.

Whether you're looking for a new OAG, a specific 3D-printed adapter, or just want to rub elbows with the legends of the 
field, NEAF 2026 was the place to be.

Thomas Duff

LVAAS Director, Astroimaging

Editor, Imaging the Infinite

LVAAS member Preston Smith and Vic Maris, 
owner of Stellarvue.

Vendor floor; Bill and Mike (R)
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Join

astronomy.org garyabecker@gmail.com

https://groups.google.com/a/moravian.edu/g/starwatch
http://astronomy.org
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
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astronomy.org/ Gary A. Becker     13

http://astronomy.org
http://astronomy.org
http://astronomy.org
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Contributed by Bill Dahlenburg

LVAAS EVENT CALENDAR  2026

CSSP               6/12-6/14
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                           Publishing images is a balancing act!

When preparing your images for publication in The Observer, please consider the following guidelines:

Put the quality in:

-  Considering the "print" size of the image, make sure you have at least 150 pixels/inch.
-  Use a reasonably good quality for the JPEG compression ratio.

But watch the " waistline" !

-   Don't go too much above 400 pixels/inch max.
-    Use the lowest JPEG quality that still looks good!
-    Shoot for 400kb for a 1/2 page image or 1MB for a full page.  

Tip: If you're not Photoshop-savvy, you can re-size and compress undemanding images ("human interest" not 

astroimages), with an online tool such as: 

https://imageresizer.com/resize/download/6779bd945d63ac1a3032f37d

It will also tell you the pixel size and file size of your original, even if you don't download the processed copy. 

The Observer is the official monthly publication of the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society, Inc. 
(LVAAS), 620-B East Rock Road, Allentown, PA, 18103, and as of June 2016 is available for public 
viewing. Society members who would like to submit articles or images for publication should kindly do so 
by emailing The Observer editor, France Kopy, at observer@lvaas.org.  Proofreader is David Moll.

Astroimaging Director, Tom Duff is the Observer's Astroimaging editor, and welcomes all image 
submissions. Tom is also the editor of the Imaging the Infinite astroimaging help series as of May, 2026.

Articles submitted prior to the Sunday before the monthly meeting of the board of governors (please see 
calendar on website) will appear in the upcoming month's issue. Early submissions are greatly appreciated. 
PDF format is preferred. Articles may be edited for publication. Comments and suggestions are always 
welcome. 

LVAAS members please feel free to submit ads for astronomy equipment you have for sale, and additionally 
you may sponsor a maximum of three ads from non-members per year. Please submit your finished ad as a 
PDF, with pictures, text and contact information, by the submissions deadline, which is listed on our website 
calendar. Every attempt will be made to include submissions in a timely manner.

Every effort will be made to properly credit the sources of the material used in this publication. If additional 
credit is required, please notify the editor.

No permission is required for non-profit educational use of the material in this publication. Please send a 
link to, or copy of the publication containing the reprinted material to the editor at the above address. Some 
material in this publication may be copyrighted. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of LVAAS, please visit our membership page for information on 
applying. Existing members please update your LVAAS profile information by emailing the membership 

director at membership@lvaas.org   

Copyright 2026 LVAAS, Inc.
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